
Quote of the Month: 
“What you do today can improve all of your tomorrows.”  

          Ralph Marston 

 

CALENDAR 
September 22………………….Playground Champions Training 3:15-4:15 

October 1………………………Fall Pictures for all Students and Pre-School 

October 6-9……………………Hearing/Vision Screening  

October 7…………………PTC meeting 6pm in the library 

For a full listing of  our calendar events, please click  here  
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A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL  

JOHNSON ELEMENTARY PTC  

 
The Johnson Elementary staff would like to thank our wonderful PTC (Parent 

Teacher Community) for all they have done for our school.  Our PTC Parent Leaders are Sarah Mott, Katrina 
Hadlock, Marinda Whitcomb, Jennifer Burris, Jessamy Pressler, Kate Harvie, Cindy Box, Jessica Kirk, Amy 
Bush and countless other volunteers. 

This group has donated hundreds of hours toward organizing and running our fundraisers to provide addi-
tional financial support to our school.  Last year’s fundraisers included a fall catalog sale, Chili’s Give Back 
Night, City Market Rewards, Box Tops and the 1st Annual Spring Walk-a-Thon Fundraiser - A HUGE success! 

The proceeds from these fundraisers have allowed our PTC the ability to purchase many computers for our 
Johnson students. This gives our student’s better access to technology on a more consistent basis, throughout 
all grade levels. 

Not only do they coordinate fundraising events they also volunteer countless hours in our classrooms and pro-
vide us with amazing meals during Parent/Teacher conferences and staff appreciation week.   

To add a little spark to our summer our PTC secured tickets for all staff to attend a Grand Junction Rockies 
game. 

The Johnson Elementary Staff would like to acknowledge the commitment of our PTC and their tireless efforts 
to support our program. Their support has contributed to the success of our students and program.  A huge 
thank you goes out to our PTC and the businesses that have supported our school. 

Our Johnson Elementary PTC meets the first Wednesday of the month. This year our parent leadership is 
working hard to build their subcommittee teams. Please consider joining one of the many projects that our par-
ents lead. Additional information can be found at https://www.facebook.com/pages/Johnson-Elementary-
School-PTC/289531695554?fref=ts.  

 

Abundant Thanks 

Johnson Elementary Staff 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Johnson-Elementary-School-PTC/289531695554?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Johnson-Elementary-School-PTC/289531695554?fref=ts


School Hours: Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri  7:55am-3:05pm   Office Hours:   7:25am - 3:45pm 

             Wednesday Only 7:55am-2:05pm     Bus Barn-249-8233 

Lunch/Breakfast  

Just as a reminder meal applications expire yearly. If you 
have not completed the free/reduced meal  application 
please do so on parent portal by September 18, 2015.  

Lunch cost is $2.50 and breakfast is $1.75 per day for full 
pay students.  

Picture Day Coming Soon  

Information packets will be coming home the week of  September 
21st. Order forms and money will need to be returned on Picture 

Day. Please send your students with a check or the exact cash 
amount. Change will not be available from the office.  

October 1, 2015 

 

Cookie dough fall fundraiser 
Kick-off will be on September 

17th. More information will be sent 
home that day.  



 

 

 

Music and art classes will have a new look this year.  Tracy 
Reinhard, music specialist and Elvira Butler, art specialist, will 
be sharing Northside and Johnson elementary schools.  Your 

child will have art for half a year and music the other half of the year. Due to having 
only a half a year, music programs will be shorter and held at events other than the 
evening music programs of previous years.  Students will have opportunities to per-
form for other students, at special evening events like literacy or math night, and 
possibly at Parent Action Committee meetings.  Students will be making music from 
January to May by learning about beat, rhythm, pitch and singing 
in tune. Thank you for allowing me to share the love of music 
with your child.      

Tracy L. Reinhard, music specialist 

General Safety and Parking Reminders 
 

 

Safety of all students, staff, and families is a priority at Johnson Elementary School.  Here are a few reminders 
as we begin the new school year: 

 

 No double parking (parking side-by-side) in the drop-off loop. 

 Students must enter and exit vehicles from the curb side of the vehicle. 

 Only buses are allowed in the bus loop, no parking or dropping off of students in the bus loop. 

 If you need to park and walk your child into the building, please find a parking spot in the parking lot. 

 We have a playground monitor on duty beginning at 7:30, please do not send your children before that time as the play-
ground is not supervised prior to that. 

 Student must use the sidewalk to enter the playground, please do not let them run down the hill when they are being 
dropped off in the morning. 

 

 

As always we appreciate everyone’s efforts in making our school as safe as possible. 



Hello Parents and Students, 

 

Welcome back to another fun and physically active year of P.E. classes! Both Mr. Imus and Mr. Beller are 
excited to be here at JES full time and are looking forward to working with students in gaining greater 
physical fitness and further developing skills within selected units. 

 

Your child will be coming to P.E. class two or three times a week, depending on their classes rotation.  
Please make sure your child is coming to school prepared with proper shoes and clothes to perform at their 
best within P.E. class.  If proper athletic shoes can’t be purchased for your child, please communicate with 
Mr. Imus, Mr. Beller, or your child’s classroom teacher so shoes can be obtained. 

 

If your child needs to be excused from participating in P.E. class for an injury or illness, please provide a 
written note for the first absence from P.E. class, after that, we would ask that there is a written statement 
from a physician.  This is being done in an effort to ensure children are engaged in the learning process as 
much as possible in the P.E. setting. 

 

The first unit we are working with your child with is striking a ball with the feet, some activities that your 
child has experienced are juggling with various body parts, passing the ball and trapping the ball.  We are 
also doing aerobic and muscular endurance activities to help the students get back into the swing of being 
physically active on a daily basis. 

 

Please ask your child to demonstrate the skills they are acquiring and we invite you to take part at home 
with them in the physical fitness activities that they are doing in P.E. class. 

 

As always, it is a pleasure to be working with your child and we welcome any questions you may have. 

 

Mr. Imus and Mr. Beller 



Dear Parents:  

The Johnson Art Program provides the opportunity for student  to develop artistic knowledge 
and skills that enable them to be lifelong learners who can contribute to society visually, verbally, 
and in writing.  Through the study of art, students will develop creative and critical thinking skills 
that help them be effective problem-solvers both in and outside of school. 

During this month the students have learned to understand and apply the basic component of visual art, such as 
color.  Color is one of the most exiting elements of art.  All grades worked with the color wheel and learned 
about color theory.  Students produced original art works with warm and cool colors.  In addition, students were 
given lessons to improve their painting skills such as neatness and pride in their craftsmanship. 

All students’ art projects are displayed in our halls on a regular basis. 

  

Elvira Butler, Teacher of Art, Johnson Elementary 

  

249-2484 (X-3139) Elvira.butler@mcsd.org 

WORKING IN ART 

 

Check It Out!  

What’s Up at the Library                                                         

September 2015 

 
WELCOME BACK! – I hope everyone had a terrific summer!  We sure had fun with this year’s Summer Reading Program! I have 

just finished adding up all the minutes from the reading logs turned in by our terrific readers!  We had 89 kids participate, with a 

combined total of 173,710 reading minutes! The top readers from each grade level will be recognized by having their picture hung in 

the library for the entire school year! Stay tuned to hear about the other cool rewards earned by our super readers! Way to go, John-

son readers! 

BOOK CHECK-OUT – This year I will not be sending home permission slips for parents to sign so their children can check out 

library books. The procedure is simple – when a child checks out one or two library books each week, they assume responsibility for 

those books.  If the books are lost or damaged, the child will be expected to pay for the book. If you do not want your child to have 

this responsibility, please contact me at my school email cynthia.mahan@mcsd.org, to let me know that you would like a different 

plan.  Some kids who have had a hard time remembering to bring their books back to school are only allowed to check out and keep 

them in the classroom. (And Kindergarten will always check out for classroom use ONLY  - they won’t start bringing books home 

until 1st grade!) Let me know if you would prefer this option, as well. NOTE: if a child has lost a book, and cannot pay for it, we will 

create a plan so the child can come help in the library until the debt is paid.  

I’m looking forward to another fun year in the library! Come see me anytime! You are always welcome! 

“Books fall open, you fall in” 

--David T. W. McCord 

Mrs. Mahan, 

 Johnson Elementary Librarian 

mailto:Elvira.butler@mcsd.org
mailto:cynthia.mahan@mcsd.org


 

 

 

 

 

Counselor’s Corner 
 

 
Johnson Elementary School earned another Promising Practice Award for 2015 for our Play-
ground Champion program.  This is a peer-mentoring program that empowers students to 
help other students solve problems on the playground. 
 
Promising Practice is a national and international award that demonstrates effective strategies 
that develop good character in young people. 
 
On May 12, 2015, Washington, DC –Character.org awarded 235 Promising Practices to 
schools, districts, and youth-serving organizations from across the United States --- as well as 
from Canada, China, India, Mexico, Colombia, and the United Kingdom.   Character.org’s 2015 
National and International Promising Practices in Character Education represent: 

7 nations (including the U.S.)  

27 U.S. states and Washington DC – with the largest numbers from Missouri, New Jersey, 
North Carolina, Florida, and Pennsylvania  

158 public schools, 32 charter schools, 23 private schools, 6 youth-serving organizations, 
and 7 school districts  

 
“These great ideas really highlight the creative efforts of outstanding teachers across the 
world,” said Dr. Dave Keller, Program Director. “It’s great to recognize what’s going well in the 
classroom. These practices represent practical, effective ways to develop empathy, conflict 
resolution skills, and good citizenship.”  
 
This year’s winning practices include unique anti-bullying programs, creative ways to integrate 
character and academic subjects, effective strategies for developing student leadership, and 
activities that build community – within the school and beyond.  
 
See list of winning practices at http://character.org/schools-of-character/promising-practices-
overview/2015-promising-practices/ 



 

Counselor’s Corner Continued 
 
 
Dear Family, 

 

We want your child to be as successful as possible at school. Success in school 
is not just about reading and math. It is also about knowing how to learn and 
how to get along with others. We will be using the Second Step program in your 

child’s classroom to teach these critical skills. 

 

The Second Step program teaches skills in the following four areas: 

1. Skills for Learning: Students gain skills to help themselves learn, including how  
    to focus their attention, listen carefully, use self-talk to stay on task, and be  
    assertive when asking for help with schoolwork. 

2. Empathy: Students learn to identify and understand their own and others’  
    feelings. Students also learn how to take another’s perspective and how to  
    show compassion. 

3. Emotion Management: Students learn specific skills for calming down when  
    experiencing strong feelings, such as anxiety or anger. 

4. Problem Solving: Students learn a process for solving problems with others in a  
    positive way. 

 

Your child will be learning a lot this year—and he or she will need your help! Throughout the year, your child 
will be bringing home Home Links that go with several of the Second Step lessons. Home Links are simple, 
fun activities for you and your child to complete together. They are a great way for you to understand what 
your child is learning and for your child to show you what he or she knows. 

 

If you have any questions about the Second Step program, please do not hesitate to contact me for more in-
formation. Thank you for supporting your child in learning the skills that lead to success in school and in life. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jean Granberg, School Counselor 

Kindergarten SSPK FAMILY70 

First   SSP1 FAMILY71 

Second  SSP2 FAMILY72 

Third  SSP3 FAMILY73 

Fourth  SSP4 FAMILY74 

Fifth  SSP5 FAMILY75 

P.S. Make sure to join www.secondstep.org with the activation key (listed above by grade level) to watch 
videos about the Second Step program and get information about what your student is learning. 

 



ILLNESS POLICY - HOW SICK IS TOO SICK? 

WHEN TO KEEP YOUR CHILD AT HOME 

FROM SCHOOL OR CHILD CARE 

 

There are three main reasons to keep sick children at home: 

1. The child doesn’t feel well enough to take part in normal activities, (such as; overly tired, fussy or won’t stop crying). 

2. The child needs more care than teachers and staff can give, and still care for the other children. 

3. The illness is on this list and staying home is recommended. 

 

And remember, the best way to prevent the spread of infection is through good hand washing. 

Children with the following symptoms or illness should be kept home (excluded) from school:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13123 E. 16th Avenue B 215, Aurora, Colorado 80045 • 303-281-2790  
The School Health Program of Children’s Hospital Colorado provides school and child care health consultation and services in a variety of settings in Colorado. This 
document has been reviewed and approved by designated staff of Children’s Colorado. It is intended to supplement, not replace, medical information provided by the 

healthcare provider, November 2013 

SYMPTOMS Child Must Be at Home? 

DIARRHEA 
frequent, loose or watery stools compared to child’s normal 
ones that are not caused by food or medicine 

Yes- if child looks or acts sick; if child has diarrhea with fe-
ver and isn’t acting normally; if child has diarrhea with vom-
iting; if child has diarrhea that overflows the diaper or the 
toilet. 

FEVER with behavior change or other illness 
A fever of 100o F or above in babies 4 months or younger 
needs immediate medical attention. 

Yes - when the child also has a rash, sore throat, vomiting, 
diarrhea, behavior changes, stiff neck, difficulty breathing, 
etc. 
  

“FLU-LIKE” SYMPTOMS 
Fever over 100oF with a cough or sore throat. Other flu 
symptoms can include tiredness, body aches, vomiting and 
diarrhea. 

Yes- for at least 24 hours after the fever is gone, without the 
use of medicine that reduces the fever. 

COUGHING 
Note: Children with asthma may go to school with a written 
health care plan and the school is allowed to give them 
medicine and treatment 

Yes – if severe, uncontrolled coughing or wheezing, rapid or 
difficulty breathing and medical attention is necessary 

Mild RESPIRATORY OR COLD SYMPTOMS 
Stuffy nose with clear drainage, sneezing, mild cough 

No – may attend if able to take part in school activities 
Keep home if symptoms are severe. This includes fever and 
the child is not acting normally and/or has trouble breath-
ing. 

RASH WITH FEVER 
Note: Body rash without fever or behavior changes usually 
does not need to stay home from school, call the doctor 

Yes- call the doctor. Any rash that spreads quickly, has open, 
weeping wounds and/or is not healing should be evaluated 

VOMITING 
Throwing up two or more times in the past 24 hrs 

Yes – until vomiting stops or a doctor says it is not conta-
gious. If the child has a recent head injury watch for other 
signs of illness and for dehydration 
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